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Abstract:  

Every country must develop individual capacity to resist crisis or armed attack. In XXI century near 70 years 

after initialled the North Atlantic Treaty, threats and challenges call European countries in raise awareness to 

training and educating further non-military defence resources. The process cannot be done by military 

education institutions or for military personnel only. Educational efforts must start in high schools and 

continuing through public administration up to the highest authorities responsible for national defence. 

Dependence of the state defence preparations and collective defence to education for security is presented by 

Polish experience in specific geopolitical situation XXI century. Regional situation of eastern border 

countries of EU and NATO is diametrically different than at the end of XX century, therefore, every country 

must redefine education of societies for non-military preparation. 
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1. Introduction 
Each nation, state and country should shape its defence system that fosters the 

security of society, because the Sun Tzu aphorism: "it is a crime to [...] not prepare for 

war” is still valid and extra significant. Preparing for any eventuality is a reason to be 

proud. In an unstable international security environment, Poland and other countries are 

obliged to build sovereign security and participate in the structures of NATO, OSCE, UN, 

EU or Visegrad Groups must strengthen this development. The defence system of state 

must lead to deterring the opponent from disproportionate losses and ultimately, to 

providing to the lack of threats. The strategy for the development of the national security 

system of the Republic of Poland 2022 defines this status as a response in all conditions to 

all threats and crises using the integrated the defence system of state [11]. The state 

defence system is one of the elements that make the whole integrated national security 

system up, which is a response to a number of potential threats to vital national interests 

created on the basis of strategic policy of the Polish state. The National Security Strategy of 

RP from 2014 in specifically way emphasizes non-military tasks and interactions with 

other elements of Polish national security system, creating a consolidated interdependent 

defence system [Kuliczkowski, pp. 31-36]. Individual fields of state defence preparations 

have been included in the state defence system. Among the functional areas of defence 

preparations of the state, we can distinguish successively: political and strategic area, 

military field, economic and defence field, social field and educational field. Above 

specified the areas of state defence preparations contain specific tasks and areas of interest. 

The political and strategic area includes state actions in the area of defence policy, 

the main purpose of which is to maintain state sovereignty in the case of a potential threats 

for internal security and war. The military domain includes state actions in military defence 
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preparations of the state, whose main purpose is to maintain the readiness of the system of 

reacting to typically military threats. The economic and defence domain includes state 

actions in the field of defence preparations, whose main purpose is to prepare an 

appropriate functional economic base. The social field includes defence preparations 

related to ensuring conditions for citizens to live in an emergency, their existence in an 

endangered security environment and the survival of the entire society with property and 

possessions. The educational field includes state activities in the field of defence 

preparations of the state whose primary goal is to raise public awareness in the context of 

citizens implementing imposed defence tasks [Kwaśniak, Wojciszko, p.112]. 

The main inspiration for the creation of the article are new educational projects of 

the National Security Faculty of the War Studies University implemented jointly with the 

institutions subordinate to the Minister of National Defence of the Republic of Poland. 

Ideas of the National Security Faculty to increase public awareness in the field of 

collective defence have become the basis for conducting research. This paper presents the 

results of the author's research around education for security, hence the main scientific 

question: How to educate society for the needs of non-military defence preparations? The 

regional situation of Poland is now differing radically from situation of the end of the 

twentieth century. Therefore, Poland must ensure that there is a social potential with 

knowledge related to the defence of country, history, traditions of arms, shaped patriotic 

and civil attitudes. The state must redefine society's education for non-military purposes. 

Taking the above into consideration, the article covers interdisciplinary non-military 

defence preparations at the level of primary, secondary and higher education as well as 

post-graduate studies: 

1. State tasks in the field of education for safety in primary schools. 

2. Challenges of innovative and experimental activities in secondary schools. 

3. Human resources of students in higher schools in non-military defence preparations. 

4. The essence of postgraduate studies in scope of education for safety. 

5. Professional education of the state administration. 

 

 

          2. State tasks in the field of education for safety in primary schools 
Considering education as a science of specific values, it should be emphasized that 

education forms the basis for the existence and development of the state, determines its 

strength, advantages, chances or their lack. Therefore, education for safety has a main 

meaning related to the objectives of national education. [Cackowski, p.31]. Education for 

safety covers the scope of knowledge that determines security sciences. Defensive 

education includes defence issues of the state in the field of defence preparations of the 

state, armed forces, as well as the organization and conduct of defence activities in the 

military and non-military dimension and their functioning at the local government level. 

Defensive education should serve to master knowledge and skills in the area of military 

training with the optional preparation of school levers for service in units of the Territorial 

Defence Forces [12]. Thus, it does not seem exaggerated that under defence education - in 

accordance with the "Minimum program implemented within the framework of innovative 

defence preparation programs or education for safety ..." – addressing the issues of combat 

training with including subjects: shooting, reconnaissance, engineering, CBRN defence, 

anti-aircraft defence and medical training. It should be remembered that the Ministry of 

National Education has provided 28 hours (1 hour per week) of education for the subject in 

one school year. Hence, we should be aware that in most cases, the Polish educational 

system will be based on "enforced" 28 hours for this subject. Only classes with "uniformed 

profiles" implementing additional innovative education programs for safety. This schools 
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offer additional classes in education for safety implemented for the next 2 years of school 

(high school) [Urych, 6, pp.148-177]. 

A new draft of regulation of the Minister of Education on the core curriculum for 

the subject of education for safety will be opened in 2019/2020 school year. Education for 

safety will prepare students theoretically and practically for proper behaviour and 

appropriate reactions in difficult and crisis situations, in situations posing a threat to health 

and life. The subject will cover a variety of educational contents: in the field of national 

security, (4 hours) organizations of rescue operations (7 teaching hours), health education 

(7 hours a year) and first aid (10 teaching hours). In the ministerial opinion, the 

development of appropriate reactions will have a significant meaning in situations of real 

danger and in conducting rescue operations. In the author's opinion, program content 

should offer: purpose and construction of individual arms, using of guns, reconnaissance 

activities, construction of fire stations, defence and protection against weapons of mass 

destruction and industrial chemicals, principles of emergency warning and principles of 

first aid. [13] 

 

 

          3. Challenges of innovative and experimental activities in secondary 

schools 
Pedagogical innovation is called an innovative program, organizational or 

methodical solution aimed at improving the quality of school work. The basic requirement 

for innovations is to confirm that they guarantee the implementation of school tasks set out 

in educational programs, in particular the core curriculum. The independence of the school 

in making decisions regarding the conduct of pedagogical innovation was introduced in 

Poland on 1st September 2017. This allows for adopting resolutions on innovation and 

pedagogical experiments at schools, after giving opinions on the projects to the schools - 

council. These are the competences of the pedagogical councils. Developing students' 

creativity, including those conducive to active participation in public life, has been 

attributed to the school. Currently, this is a requirement for the schools. Until now the 

conditions were only "recommended" [14, art.1, 44, 55, 68, 86]. 

The need to create pedagogical innovation of uniformed classes has its beginnings 

in the growing interest in the subject of state security among young people. The behaviour 

of young people expressed by the growing interest in security and defence reflect the 

current political situation. It dates to 1994, when the Ministry of National Defence and the 

Ministry of Education started work on the project of "uniformed classes." The benefits for 

uniformed services among graduates were quickly defined as advantages for uniformed 

services. Uniform classes were created based on the Regulation of the Minister of National 

Education and Sport from 9th April 2002 on the conditions for conducting innovative and 

experimental activities by public schools and institutions. The minimum goals for 

establishing of uniformed classes have been described in the form of soft effects [Urych, 7, 

pp.112-134]: 

- Preparing graduates for further education in departmental higher education institutions; 

- Acquisition of patriotic and civic attitudes; 

- Awareness of national values; 

- Making school programs more attractive; 

- Developing intellectual skills [Urych, 8, pp. 21-47]. 

The most desired effect is readiness for preparatory training in military units. It has 

been estimated that the period of this training can be shortened about one month (normal 

three months training). The low cost of implementing this project causes the Ministry of 

National Defence has supported training in secondary education. In cooperation with the 
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Ministry of Education, the Ministry of National Defence introduced a pilot program "Pilot 

program for supporting upper secondary schools with certified military uniforms in 

military classes" accepted by the Secretary of State in the Ministry of National Defence on 

29th August 2017. The pilot program includes three stages: (1) 01/09/2017 - 31/01/2019 - 

realization of 185 hours of lesson activities in the subject of Military education with the 

support of military units, training centres and regional military administration organs; (2) 

01/02/2019 - 30/06/2019 - support of local military administration bodies in the direction 

of targeting willing individuals on the possible paths of military service and military 

qualification for adult students - volunteers [15, art. 35]; (3) 01/07/2019 - 31/08/2019 - for 

graduates- volunteers, who will confirm the capability, as part of the military qualification 

for active military service [Mika, pp. 4-5]. It has been confirmed that the most popular 

among students are practical drill, shooting training or topography conducted in military 

units and at shooting ranges. Classes take place once a month and last for about 6 hours. 

 

 

          4. Human resources of students in higher schools in non-military 

defence preparations 
The events of recent years clearly showed that military threats such as the 

aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine should require a Polish response to 

the situation in the form of building defence capabilities, strong armed forces, territorial 

defence, reserve of human resources but above all educating the society for the security of 

the state. The education of the society will allow to change the public's awareness of the 

need to build powerful military forces not only based on participation in the NATO 

military alliance. Anchoring in the integration structures must form the basis for the 

security of the Republic of Poland but not make it dependent. This message must have an 

educational value and not just propaganda. Therefore, it is necessary to create adequate 

military potential in order that not to be in the position of a weak state unable to defend 

itself. Its own defence potential, strengthened by the NATO alliance, will help avoid 

exposure to the war scenario. That is why defensive education and building conditions for 

educating defenders of their territory are so important. After all, we are witnessing the 

strength of volunteer fire departments that do not have an equivalent in the form of a core 

curriculum in primary or secondary schools, and without which the National Fire and 

Rescue System would not be able to function. The system is an integral part of the internal 

security of the state, including for the purpose of saving life, health, property or the 

environment, forecasting, identifying and combating fires, natural disasters or other local 

threats. Although education for safety and defence education have a lot in common, in no 

case should they be used freely [Soboń, pp.153-170]. 

At the level of higher education, the Ministry of National Defence introduced, in 

consultation with the Ministry of Science and Higher Education, a pilot program "Training 

program for the implementation of military education of students within the Legia 

Akademicka". The project in its mission includes the training of university students up to 

two semesters for candidates for privates or non-commissioned officers. The subject of the 

project includes elements of preparing students in the basic scope (theory + practice) of 

infantry activities. The aim of the program is to acquire knowledge and skills necessary to 

effectively perform tasks as an infantry team during the implementation of tactical and 

crisis events. The program includes 30 teaching hours of theoretical training: 

- preparing the basics of fighting behaviour, 

- implementation of basic fire tasks, 

- rules of soldier's behaviour, 

- independent development of physical fitness. 



NEEDS OF NON-MILITARY DEFENCE RESOURCES IN SCOPE OF 

EDUCATION– DILEMMAS OF XXI CENTURY 

 

 

        5. The essence of postgraduate studies in scope of education for 

safety 
Postgraduate studies are a specific form of education, available for candidates with 

at least bachelor’s degree. This type of studies is finalized with obtaining postgraduate, 

specialist qualifications. The postgraduate qualifications legitimated by the certificate 

confirm the achievement of the assumed learning outcomes at the postgraduate studies. 

National Security Faculty at the War Studies University conducts postgraduate studies in 

area corresponding with studies offered by the faculty on bachelor or master level, in this 

case: security sciences. In other instance, to offer postgraduate studies which are not 

directly related to main field of didactic and research conducted by the faculty, approval 

from the Ministry of Science and Higher Education is required.  

The proposal of the National Security Faculty at the War Studies University is to 

educate primary and secondary school teachers in the field of postgraduate studies and 

skills necessary at the labor market - education for safety. Postgraduate studies in 

education for safety are intended for students or graduates preparing for job as a teacher. 

Students of education for safety program are expected to obtain preparation for teaching 

(conducting classes) of more than one subject. The entire program includes 196 didactic 

hours and 60 hours of internships. Proposed subjects preparing to teach another subject in 

the substantive scope are: (1) Theory of security; (2) State security; (3) International 

security; (4) Social security; (5) Cybersecurity; (6) Crisis management; (7) Military 

technology in security; (8) Pre-medical help. Practical subjects preparing to conduct the 

subject (Didactics of the subject) are: (1) Didactics of education for safety; (2) 

Methodology of teacher's work in education for safety; (3) Ethical aspects of didactic work 

[Urych, 9, pp. 211-47].  

A graduate of postgraduate studies in education for safety will be prepared to work 

as education for safety teacher. The studies include preparation for conducting the subject 

education for safety as additional one in the didactic scope. After completing the study 

program, the graduate knows the multidimensionality and multilevel of safety as a social 

and educational category, categories of security threats based on various criteria, the scope 

of activities of institutions, bodies and organizations operating in various security areas and 

relations between them, rules of reacting in the situation of immediate threat for life or 

health, providing premedical help, methodology of performing tasks - standards, 

procedures and good practices applied in a selected area of pedagogical activity. Skills 

which the graduate acquire allow for interpretations of social phenomena and processes 

related to security in the national and international dimension, forecasting the processes 

and social phenomena related to security both in the national and international dimension, 

undertaking reactions in a situation of immediate threat to life or health, provide 

premedical help.  

The graduate receives a certificate confirming completion of postgraduate studies at 

the War Studies University. Obtained diploma meets the requirements of educational 

standards preparing for the teaching profession and detailed qualifications required from 

teachers. 

 

 

6. Professional education of the state administration 
The task to ensure the functioning of the defence training system correspond with 

characteristics of the Council of Ministers and its role in providing external security of the 

state. Regulation of the Council of Ministers of 8 October 2015 defines the organization of 
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defence training in the state, points subjects involved in defence training and qualify 

competences of the authorities in the planning and implementation of defence training in 

the state. According to the regulations the purpose of defence training is to acquire skills 

(improve qualifications) necessary to perform defence tasks and to upgrade qualifications 

in the scope of performing these tasks. The training includes theoretical and practical 

classes and exercises. The training is also conducted as higher defence course and other 

forms of education at state universities, including military academies [Wojciszko, pp. 141-

145]. 

The organizers of defence training on the principles and in the scope specified in the 

regulation are: Prime Minister; Minister of National Defence; the minister responsible for 

government administration department; provincial governor and local government bodies, 

voivodship marshal, starost, mayor, city president. The training is carried out in accordance 

with the training program, which includes among others: (1) international and internal 

circumstances of state security; (2) integration processes with international security 

structures; (3) the basic principles of NATO and other international security organization, 

fundamentals of security policy including the national security strategy of the Republic of 

Poland; (4) the principles of the functioning of the state in the time of the external threat 

and during the war, the organization and functioning of the defence system of the state and 

its elements; (5) economic and defence preparations for the implementation of tasks for the 

Polish Armed Forces and allied troops; (6) preparations for militarization; (7) protection of 

facilities particularly important for the security and defence of the state. 

The trainings are attended by: 

1) ministers, secretaries of state, undersecretaries of state and directors-general; 

2) persons performing the functions of central government administration bodies and their 

deputies; 

3) heads of organizational units subordinated by Prime Minister, as well as ministers 

responsible for the departments of governmental administration or supervised by them and 

their deputies; 

4) voivodes and deputy governors; 

5) marshals and deputy marshals of provinces, starosts, commune heads, mayors and 

presidents of cities and their deputies; 

6) directors and executives of organizational units and their deputies in central offices; 

7) directors and executives of organizational units in provincial offices and their deputies; 

8) heads of provincial self-government, township and commune organizational units as 

well as employees of these units; 

The training may be attended by deputies and senators as well as other participants 

directed by public administration bodies [16]. The only organizer of these trainings in 

Poland is National Security Faculty at the War Studies University.  

 

 

7. Summary 
Polish experiences in the building of defence potential have a decades-long 

tradition. However, at the turn of the century it was serious consideration about acquiring 

trained candidates for service in military units. The presented educational path from 

primary school to central administration verifies the adopted hypothesis in relation to the 

main question asked: How to educate the society for the needs of non-military defence 

preparations? 

Poland as state carries out tasks in the field of education for safety at the level of 

education in primary schools. Education for safety includes defence issues of the state in 

the field of defence preparations of the state, armed forces as well as conducting defence 
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activities. Nevertheless, this action, having 28 hours (1 hour a week) is treated by schools 

as "forced" with low quality education. The hope for improvement of low-quality 

education is to be the new project of the Minister of Education. New core curriculum for 

the education for security which will be introduced in 2019. This project raises hopes 

among those interested in increasing the defence potential of the state, secondary school 

directors conducting pedagogic innovations aimed at preparing for preparatory training in 

military units or further training for students. Participating in the preparation of pupils also 

requires highly qualified teachers responsible for education for safety and practically 

prepared for classes with pupils. Also, the awareness of people who are politically and 

substantively responsible for the security of the state requires further training. This task 

was formalized and announced by the act of the defence training system and is 

implemented during Higher Defence Courses and defence courses at the National Security 

Faculty of the War Studies University. 

Having the above in mind, the article clearly indicates that the process cannot be 

done by military education institutions only or by military personnel. The system built in 

Poland in the last decade requires increased attention of the Ministry of National Defence 

as well as the introduction of acreditation of programs, didactic classes and studies. 
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